Paws for Books:
A Dog Reading Therapy Program

Research and experience has shown the positive
impact of therapy pets in a wide variety of situations. It
has also shown that therapy dogs have a calming effect
on students of all ages by reducing stress. More recently,
individuals have undertaken initiatives in schools to use
Therapy Dogs and their trainers to motivate students to
improve their reading skills, develop higher self-efficacy,
and encourage a love of reading by having children read
aloud to dogs.

The dogs serve as non-judgmental listeners and remain calm through many activities. Dog
are used to reinforce physical therapy sessions by throwing balls or by practicing walking using a
double leashing method. Dogs and handlers involved in this program are all teams with therapy
certification credentials by the national association Therapy Dogs Incorporated (TDInc). This
affords the pet partners and district with coverage of liability insurance. Guidelines created by
the Intermountain Therapy Dog program R.E.A.D. (Reading Education Assistance Dogs) form
the basis of this program’s design. As members of TDInc, all services are free and there will be
no costs for the school district.

One of the teams in this program consists of Dante, a
Miniature Australian Shepherd, with Linda Robinson the
district’s Library Coordinator. Dante is a certified Therapy
Dog. He also has his AKC Canine Good Citizenship certificate
(CGC). The Intermountain R.E.A.D. (Reading Educational
Assistance Dogs) program also certifies him for reading
therapy. During past years, he has served as a reading mascot
for the school libraries and he has been working with special
needs students at Mansfield Middle School. He also participates
in dog agility and competes throughout New England. Dante
and Linda love books and working with students.

Linda’s other Miniature Australian Shepherd is
Virgil. He is also a certified therapy dog, visits
nursing homes and/or schools, is R.E.A.D.
certified, has his CGC, competes in agility, and
specializes in the use of ball therapy to assist
individuals working on physical therapy. Virgil has
also been part of our summer reading programs
~ throughout the district as well as events at the
« Mansfield Public Library. Both Dante and Virgil
have their own library card and love books!




